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A little bit about myself… 

• 42 years old 
• MA in History & Journalism 
• College teacher 
• At Pig Progress since 

2005 
• Married to Saowanee 

Vietnam 2013 

USA 2018 

Spain 2016 China 2018 

Thailand 2019 
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Pig Progress 23.05 (June 2007) 
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Cover, Sept 2015 



Will African Swine Fever come to 
Thailand?  

Question… 

 
Yes 
No 
I have no idea 



• Global situation in 2019 
• Europe 

• Belgium 
• Czech Republic 
• Romania 

• Asia 
• China 
• Russia 
• Mongolia 
• Vietnam 

• Future consequences? 
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African Swine Fever worldwide (2018-9) 

Source: OIE 
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African Swine Fever in Europe 
I. Higher risk 
& surveillance 
 
II. Wild boar 
only 
 
III. Wild boar 
& pigs 
 
IV. Endemic 
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Belgium 

Situation on March 13, 2019 
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Source: Pig Progress; on the 
basis of data provided by OIE 



Belgium 
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Outbreaks of ASF in Belgian wild boar 
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Finisher pig prices in Belgium, Germany & the Netherlands, 2018-2019. 

The Netherlands Belgium Germany

Belgium 

Farm with 1,000 finishers  loses €5,000/week (THB 178,000) 
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Belgium 

• In 6 months: 645 dead wild boar (OIE) 
• No infection of domestic pigs; small-scale 

preventive culling (about 4,000 pigs) 
• Belgian pig farmers can continue to export in EU 
• Countries closing borders (e.g. China, Philippines, 

Japan, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, South Korea) 
• Belgian pig farmers suffer indirectly 
• Thoughts of compartmentalisation 
• Virus still appears to make more victims 
• Most probable cause of infection: imported as 

hunting trophy  human factor! 
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Czech Republic 
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Czech Republic 
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Source: African 
Swine Fever in 
wild boar in 
the Czech 
Republic 
(Feb 25, 2019) 



Czech Republic 
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Source: African 
Swine Fever in 
wild boar in 
the Czech 
Republic 
(Feb 25, 2019) 



• Virus was around from June 2017-April 2018 
• Only country in the EU declared free from ASF 
• All outbreaks occurred around city of Zlín 
• No domestic pigs got infected 
• Between 220-230 dead wild boar were found 

testing positive for ASF (OIE/Czech figures) 
• Intelligent hunting 
• Key words: Dedication, focus, cooperation, 

compensation 
• Importance of the human factor 

Czech Republic 
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Romania 
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• Low/no biosecurity; backyard farming  
• Even sows sent into forest to mate with wild boar 
• Many (backyard) farms as well infected 
• Almost 700,000 pigs had to be culled  
• Degree of corruption 
• Neighbours Bulgaria, Hungary, Moldova infected 
• Pig industry in crisis; long-term situation 
• €350 million (THB 12.5 billion) loss in the 1st year 

(2017/2018) 
• Pork import levels from 50% of consumption to 65% 
• The human factor makes the difference 

Romania 
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• In general: fear for ASF 
• 16 countries infected since 2007 (of which 9 in 

the EU) 
• 4 out of 9 infected EU countries reported ASF in 

wild boar only 
• 5 out of 9 EU countries reported infections in 

domestic pigs as well 
• Bad management = spread to neighbours 
• Human role is crucial in both spread & control 

of the virus 

Situation in Europe – summary  
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Situation in Asia 
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Source: Pig Progress (March 
13, 2019); on the basis of 
data provided by OIE, MARA, 
ROC & CM Agriculture 

3,800 km 



China 

OFFICIAL 
2018-2019 Aug-
March 
116 outbreaks 
reported to OIE 
480,000 pigs 
infected/culled 
950,000 culled to 
halt further 
spread (FAO) 
441,000,000 
pigs in China 
0.22% was culled 

Source: Pig 
Progress (March 13, 
2019); on the basis 
of data provided by 
OIE, MARA, ROC & 
CM Agriculture 
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China (& Taiwan) 
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China (& Taiwan) 

Bad management  virus slips across the border 
VIV Asia 2019 • Bangkok, Thailand • March 13, 2019 



• Improper disposal of carcasses 
• Situation is (much) worse than suggested at OIE 

• Underreporting due to insufficient compensation funds 
• Insufficient education, information & responsibility 

• Conflicting signals from the Chinese market 
• “It’s not dangerous, you can still eat pork” 
• Relatively strong price fluctuations between provinces 
• Dropped global demand for soybeans in February 
• Stock prices of pork companies surge 
• Expectations: pork prices to rise in 2nd half 2019 

• Logically thinking: higher demand for pork imports, 
offering chances 

• Developments likely to drive consolidation 

China 
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Russia (West of Ural) 
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2017 March-Nov 
34 outbreaks 
6 regions 
20,000 pigs 
infected/culled, 
most around Omsk 
 
Map by Pig Progress with data 
from OIE (March 13, 2019)  

Source: Pig Progress (March 
9, 2019); on the basis of 
data provided by OIE 



Mongolia 
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2019 Jan & Feb; 11 outbreaks reported on backyard farms; 6 regions; ~2,500 pigs 
infected/culled; 32,000 pigs in total (FAO) 
 
Map by Pig Progress with data from OIE (March 9, 2019)  

Source: Pig Progress (March 
9, 2019); on the basis of 
data provided by OIE 



Vietnam 
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2019 Feb & March; 79 
villages in 10 provinces 
infected; 6,770 pigs 
infected or culled; 27 
million pigs in total 

Source: Pig Progress (March 
13, 2019); on the basis of 
data provided by OIE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to some reports I picked up it would already be at 111 with already 13 provinces infected. And there’s rumours that Laos has been reached already.



Vietnam 
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Date: February 17 
Location:  Nujiang, Yunnan province 
Distance to Myanmar: 19 km 

China & Myanmar 
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China, Vietnam & Laos 
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Oct 27, 2018 

March 5, 2019 



Vietnam & Thailand 
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March 5, 2019 



• In general: fear for ASF 
• Infections in backyard pigs & farmed pigs 
• Since 2018 3 Asian countries reported ASF in live pigs 
• There is a lot of underreporting going on 
• Lack of knowledge 
• Bad management = spread to neighbours 
• ASF is out of control in China – and most likely 

Vietnam too 
• Situation in wild boar is often unknown  endemic 

disease? 
• Absence of good management leads to further spread 
 the human factor 

Situation in Asia – summary  
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Will African Swine Fever come to 
Thailand?  

Question… 

 
Yes 
No 
I have no idea 

√ 
 



• African Swine Fever will be endemic in large 
parts of Asia 

• ASF is a very patient virus 
• Human attitude plays essential role in terms of 

control and in terms of spread 
• Key words: Transparency, honesty, 

communication, alertness and cooperation 
• Be very well prepared 
• Situation will have winners and losers 

Take home messages 
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vincent.ter.beek@misset.com 
 
Follow me at: 
     @vincenttb 
     www.linkedin.com/vincenttb 
 
Follow Pig Progress at: 
     @pigprogress 
     www.facebook.com/pigprogress 

Questions? 

mailto:vincent.ter.beek@misset.com


Last but not least… 

• Special thanks to: 
• Adrian Balaban, veterinarian, Romania 
• Anne-Marie van der Linde-Teunishen, Boerderij, the Netherlands 
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